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At Baroda, thanks to the broad and non-parochial views
of the Gaekwar who had the knack of selecting the best
available men for service in his State, Romesh Dutt found
himself working in a team drawn on merits from all parts
of the country. The Dewan and the Minister of Education
were Parsis, the Chief Medical Officer and the acting Chief
Justice, Muslims, the Revenue Commissioner and the Chief
Engineer, Gujaratis, and the permanent Chief Justice, a
Maharashtrian, apart from the Principal of the Baroda
College who was a Bengali. In this all-India team, Romesh
Dutt, himself a Bengali, fitted in with ease and indeed occu-
pied a prominent place. It inspired in him, as his poems
which have been quoted indicate, visions of a united India
where men and women drawn from all parts of the country
and professing different religions and creeds would work
together for the common good of the Motherland. He de-
lighted in this vision and laboured to give concrete shape
to his dream and make Baroda a model State in the country.
And yet his heart was longing for literary labours rather
than for administrative duties. In a letter to his brother
written in December 1906, he outlined his scheme to write
a history of the Indian people from the ancient times to
1900 A.D. "It will be in some six big volumes, and will re-
cord once for all an Indian view of India's ancient civilisa-
tion, of the condition and the progress of the people under
the Muhammedans, and of British administration during 150
years." Fate had, however, ordained otherwise, for he died
in harness before he had the leisure to turn to his scholarly
labours, and his apprehension that it might turn out to be
a "noble idea that died" unfortunately came true.

